
Water Conservation and Recommended 

Park Maintenance Water Management Plan 

2015 

Tarry Smith 

District Administrator 

Carmichael Recreation and Park District 



The Carmichael 

Recreation and Park 

District (CRPD) is 

committed to do our part 

in conserving water at the 

required reduction rate 

and still provide an 

enjoyable park experience 

for our residents.   

 



We will provide a public education program 

to reassure our residents that CRPD is 

being water efficient and approaching the 

issue with a well thought out plan for water 

conservation and reach the requirements 

provided by our water purveyors.     

 

CRPD appreciates our community’s support 

and understanding as we go through this 

drought together. 



Smart and efficient water conservation is our drought plan goal.  A key objective of CRPD is to save 

our trees.  The community has a huge investment in our urban forest.  Trees provide shade, remove 

C02 from urban pollution, stabilize slopes and soil and provide a habitat for a multitude of wildlife.  

Trees will receive a priority over turf watering 

No Irrigation for Natural Landscaping Reducing Irrigation by Paths and Streets 



Sports Fields and active areas with high use will also be 
prioritized.  Higher maintenance is required to keep our athletic 

participants safe.  Also high use areas for Events will have priority over low 
use open space as they serve a large number of residents 



PUBLICITY AND COMMUNITY AWARENESS CAMPAIGN 

Park District and our Water Districts will work together to inform the public on 

Water reduction programs to meet water conservation goals 

Local press 
articles on Park 
District efforts 
and strategy of 

use 

Link will be on 
Water District 

web site 
regarding Park 
District’s water 
use plan and 

vice-versa 

Signs will be 
placed at each 

park recognizing 
Park District’s 

efforts to 
conserve water  



CARMICHAEL WATER DISTRICT  
 

Drought Presentation Plan 
 



Presentation by:  

Steve Nugent & Chris Nelson 

Carmichael Water District 

 

Water Supplies and Drought in 

Our Region 



SO WE’RE IN A DROUGHT… 

 

 2013/14 driest on record 

 Longest period without rain in Sacramento 

 Lowest snowpack ever measured 

 Driest January ever – 2014 

 Record high temps in January 







WATER RIGHTS 

 A water right is a granted 
permission to withdraw water 
from a river, stream, or ground 
water source for a "reasonable" 
and "beneficial" use. 

 Generally speaking, the priority 
of a water right is “first in time, 
first in right;” 

 Senior  

 Junior 



RECENT STATE ACTIONS 

 

 In June of 2014 the SWRCB sent a 
curtailment letter directing the District 
to stop diverting water from the 
American River.   

 All Post 1914 water right holders were 
part of the curtailment. 

 Curtailments were reissued for 2015  

 Some senior water rights have been 
curtailed. 

 
 



RECENT STATE ACTIONS 

 

 In July of 2014 the SWRCB adopted emergency regulations 

that prohibit certain outdoor water uses and require urban 

water agencies to implement mandatory outdoor water use 

restrictions. 

 The recent actions by the SWRCB required the District to 

implement mandatory water use restrictions or face fines of 

$10,000 a day. 

 April 1, 2015 Governor issues Executive Order calling for a 

mandatory 25% reduction statewide. 

 SWRCB responded by requiring agencies to reduce water use 

8% to 36% compared to 2013. 

 CWD required to reduce by 36% 

 
 



DISTRICT RESPONSE 

• Groundwater purchase agreement 

• Increased leak detection program 

• Additional outreach  

• Implementation of water shortage stages 

• Increased enforcement 

 

 



 No water runoff from property allowed.  

 Free flowing hoses are prohibited for any use; all hoses must have an automatic shutoff 
device. 

 The direct application of potable water to driveways and sidewalks is prohibited except for 
health and safety. 

 Car washing must use bucket and hose with automatic shut-off nozzle.  

 All swimming pools, spas, and ornamental fountains/pools using District water shall be 
equipped with a recirculation pump and maintained leak free.  The “dump and fill” practice 
of swimming pool maintenance is prohibited.  No filling of swimming pools, ornamental 
fountains, water features, or ponds allowed, except to maintain levels or for public health 
and safety purposes. 

 Internal and external water leaks must be fixed in a timely manner. 

 No irrigating turf or ornamental landscapes during and 48 hours following measurable 
precipitation.  

 Two day a week Odd/ Even irrigation schedule is in effect (information regarding the 
schedule is on the other side of this card). 

 Repeat violations will be subject to fines ranging from $50 - $500 per day. 

 Implemented after hour water waste patrols to enforce the SWRCB mandates . 

 Increased outreach. 

 

 

 

 

WATER USE RESTRICTIONS 



PAST ACTIONS 

• Partnered in large landscape grant program 

• Provided assistance with infrastructure upgrades 

• Carmichael Park 

• La Sierra 

• Participated in programs 

• Community Garden 

• Founders Day 

• Creek Week 

 



CURRENT ACTIONS 

• Requiring 25% reduction in parks 

• Providing low flow replacement sprinkler heads for section of La 

Sierra  

• Outreach Partnership 

• Providing parks with water budget information through Prop 50 

Grant funding 

• Assist with identifying future grant opportunities 

 



 CARMICHAEL WATER DISTRICT 

 

Water Usage & Reduction   

Presentation 

























QUESTIONS ? 
 

 



The Carmichael Recreation and Park District has 

13 parks and 84 acres of irrigated landscape turf 

and shrubs; 790 irrigation valves, 3,546 sprinkler 

heads, 30 backflow prevention devices and 23 

irrigation controllers.  The District also has 115 

HVAC units district wide.   

 

The following park maps outline staff 

recommended water usage restrictions to meet 

our CWD requirements based on a required 

January/June 2013 baseline.    

WATER CONSERVATION ACTION PLAN 



High 

Priority 

Sports Fields, Botanical Gardens, Community 

Gardens, Patriots Park Memorial, Trees, La 

Sierra & Carmichael Park high use areas 

Turf and Plant Material show some signs of 

light drought stress but still an acceptable 

appearance and usability to the public 

Medium to 

Low 

Priority =  

unmarked 

area 

 

High visibility entrances - Band shell lawn, Dog 

Park, Del Campo Park, La Sierra & Carmichael 

Park turf and shrubs in common areas and 

Neighborhood parks 

Turf and landscape show significant signs of 

drought stress and is not aesthetically 

pleasing to the public.  Some Turf lost and 

some trees may need supplemental watering. 

 

Non-

Irrigated 

Park areas that have predominately  open 

space turf with no active facilities, non-

essential low use turf areas,  Including  non-

irrigated open space.  Such areas will be open 

to future redesign to a low water use 

landscape. 

Turf and landscape plant 

 material shows extreme signs of drought 

and is generally unacceptable to the public.  

Most turf area is lost and most trees will 

need supplemental watering 

Open 

space 

Medium 

Open 

space 

Natural  

Areas –  

No Irrigation 





BIRD TRACK PARK 

 Turn off most 

perimeter water. 

 Open turf is 

classified as 

Medium/Low 

priority. 

High Priority – Light Stress  

Med to Low –Significant Stress 
Unmarked Area   

Non-Irrigated – Extreme Stress 

Natural Areas – No Irrigation 



CAPRA PARK 

 Mostly 
natural site 
not currently 
irrigated.  
Keep turned 
off. 

 Balance of 
site is 
Medium/Low 
priority. 

High Priority – Light Stress  

Med to Low –Significant Stress 
Unmarked Area   

Non-Irrigated – Extreme Stress 

Natural Areas – No Irrigation 



CARDINAL OAKS PARK 

 Some edges and large turf areas turned off. 

 Open for re-design of some turf grass. 

 Balance of site Medium/Low priority.   

High Priority – Light Stress  

Non-Irrigated – Extreme Stress 

Med to Low –Significant Stress 
Unmarked Area   

Natural Areas – No Irrigation 



CARMICHAEL PARK 

 Ball fields and 
park entry 
designated High 
priority.  

 Edges turned off 
where possible. 

 Balance of site 
Medium/Low 
priority 
 

High Priority – Light Stress  

Non-Irrigated – Extreme Stress 

Med to Low –Significant Stress 
Unmarked Area   

Natural Areas – No Irrigation 



DEL CAMPO PARK 

 Soccer field 

designated High 

priority. 

 Large turf area 

turned off. 

 Lot of natural area 

non-irrigated. 

 Open for future 

redesign of some 

large turf areas. 

 

 High Priority – Light Stress  

Non-Irrigated – Extreme Stress 

Med to Low –Significant Stress 
Unmarked Area   

Natural Areas – No Irrigation 



GLANCY OAKS PARK 

 Large low use 

section 

turned off.   

 Most of park 

Medium/Low 

priority. 

High Priority – Light Stress  

Non-Irrigated – Extreme Stress 

Med to Low –Significant Stress 
Unmarked Area   

Natural Areas – No Irrigation 



JAN PARK 

 Majority of park 

is natural open 

space. 

 Active area 

designated 

Medium/Low 

priority. 

 Two areas 

designated to 

turn off water. 

 

 

 
High Priority – Light Stress  

Med to Low –Significant Stress 
Unmarked Area   

Non-Irrigated – Extreme Stress 

Natural Areas – No Irrigation 



CHARLES JENSEN BOTANICAL GARDEN AND GARFIELD HOUSE 

 Botanical Gardens 

is designated as 

High priority. 

 Large natural open 

space. 

 Garfield House 

Medium/Low 

priority area. 

 

High Priority – Light Stress  

Med to Low –Significant Stress 
Unmarked Area   

Non-Irrigated – Extreme Stress 

Natural Areas – No Irrigation 



LA SIERRA COMMUNITY CENTER 

 Sports Field 

designated as 

High Priority. 

 Edges turned off 

where possible. 

 School and 

public grounds 

Medium/Low 

priority. 

High Priority – Light Stress  

Med to Low –Significant Stress 
Unmarked Area   

Non-Irrigated – Extreme Stress 

Natural Areas – No Irrigation 



O’DONNELL HERITAGE PARK 

 Large area of 

non irrigated 

open space 

 Active area 

Medium/Low 

priority. 

High Priority – Light Stress  

Med to Low –Significant Stress 
Unmarked Area   

Non-Irrigated – Extreme Stress 

Natural Areas – No Irrigation 



PATRIOTS PARK 

 Wall of 

Honor 

designated 

as High 

priority. 

 Large non-

irrigated 

open space. 

 Large edge 

areas 

turned off.   

High Priority – Light Stress  

Med to Low –Significant Stress 
Unmarked Area   

Non-Irrigated – Extreme Stress 

Natural Areas – No Irrigation 



SCHWEITZER GROVE NATURE AREA 

 No change –  

 non-irrigated open space 

High Priority – Light Stress  

Med to Low –Significant Stress 
Unmarked Area   

Non-Irrigated – Extreme Stress 

Natural Areas – No Irrigation 



SUTTER PARK SITE 

 Community 

Garden 

designated as 

High Priority. 

 Balance of site 

non-irrigated 

open space. 

 

High Priority – Light Stress  

Med to Low –Significant Stress 
Unmarked Area   

Non-Irrigated – Extreme Stress 

Natural Areas – No Irrigation 



Carmichael Recreation and Park District  

Staff will track progress towards 

reaching usage required levels and 

make adjustments quarterly to ensure 

we are in compliance.  Staff will present 

to the Board bi-annual reports on 

progress towards achieving the water 

reduction goals for duration of drought 

conditions.    

 



Questions ? 

 



STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends the Advisory 

Board of Directors of Carmichael 

Recreation and Park District adopt 

the proposed 2015 “Water 

Conservation Plan” for the 

Carmichael Recreation and Park 

District.     

 


