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CARMICHAEL RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT 
MINUTES: ADVISORY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OCTOBER 18, 2012 REGULAR MEETING 
 

Directors: Arredondo-Carroll, Borman, Dax-Conroy, Rockenstein, and Younger 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER: The regular meeting of the Carmichael Recreation and Park District 

Advisory Board of Directors was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by 
Chairman Rockenstein.   

 
ROLL CALL:   
Directors Present: Arredondo-Carroll, Dax-Conroy, Rockenstein, Younger  
Directors Absent:        Borman – excused absence 
Staff Present:  Harrison, Kerth, Maddison, and Penney 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE –   Boy Scout Troop 55 led the Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Chairman Rockenstein requested Presentation 3, Welcome to Carmichael Sign, move to 
after Action 1, Capra Park Lease.  Then Presentation 2, Audit Report, to be moved to the 
next item, then return to Action Items starting with Action 2 and continuing with agenda as 
presented.  
Motion 1 
M:  Carroll  S:  Younger – The Advisory Board voted to move Presentation items 3 
and 2 to just after Action 1.  Unanimous vote of those present. Absent: Borman 
 
 
PUBLIC OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST WITHIN 
DISTRICT JURISDICTION ON ITEM(S) NOT SCHEDULED ON THE AGENDA –  
Olivia Magana – Jan Park neighbor.  They have formed a neighbor watch committee and 
are concerned about some things going on in the park after hours. 
Juliana Masters – Jan Park neighbor, also on neighborhood watch committee.  Having 
issues and has safety concerns with things she sees going on in the park.     
Letter presented from another neighbor, Lisa Sivongxay, outlining issues she has seen 
from living across the street from Jan Park.  She would like the park restrooms locked up 
at night. 
 
 
CONSENT ITEMS:  
1. MINUTES 

September 20, 2012 – Regular Meeting 
2. FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

August 2012 
3. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

September 2012 
4. ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 

October 2012 
5. QUARTERLY ACTIVITY REPORT 
 July through September 2012 
Motion 2 
M:  Younger S: Carroll – The Advisory Board voted to approve Consent Items 1 – 5.   
Unanimous vote of those present.  Absent:  Borman 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:   None   
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NEWSPAPER ARTICLES:  Received and filed 
Sacramento Bee – September 22, 2012 – A Botanical Cycle at Jensen Garden 
Carmichael Times – September 19, 2012 – Carmichael Plans 103rd Birthday Bash 
 
 

ACTION ITEMS:   
1. CHAUTAUQUA LEASE   

Presentation: 
Tracy Kerth:  The District is very happy to have Chautauqua Playhouse at La 
Sierra Community Center for 27 years.  She introduced Roger Hoopman and 
Warren Harrison, co-producers from Chautauqua. 
Roger Hoopman – Thanked the Advisory Board for the District support they have 
received over the years.  They provide a full season of plays every year, much of it 
geared to keep their senior audience entertained.  They also have a children’s 
series of plays and do recreations of classic radio shows.   
Warren Harrison – Chautauqua is financially stable.  Only 40% of their costs are 
funded by ticketing; they receive grants to cover the rest.  They try to keep ticket 
costs low to allow more people to come to their shows.  In the summer they put on 
a children’s performing arts program for four days per week for five weeks.  This 
past summer 21 children participated.  Chautauqua is very proud of their shows 
and children’s programs and they are working on a teen program. 
Tracy Kerth said the District is excited to continue to have Chautauqua Playhouse 
at La Sierra.  The presented lease has been reviewed by County Counsel. 
 
Discussion: 
Director Younger asked how this year’s rate compares to last year’s lease.  Kerth 
said there was no change. 

 
Motion 3 
M:   Younger   S:  Conroy – The Advisory Board voted to approve the terms of the 
lease agreement for the Chautauqua Playhouse as presented.            
Unanimous vote of those present  
 
 
PRESENTATION ITEMS: 
3. WELCOME TO CARMICHAEL SIGN 

Administrator Harrison:  He has been working with the County on improvements to 
the Fair Oaks Boulevard/Grant Ave corner design.  Representatives from 
Carmichael Kiwanis and Elks Clubs were present to bring the Advisory Board up to 
speed on a proposed new sign in Carmichael Park.  The new Welcome Sign has 
been approved by County Department of Transportation and will be about 75 feet 
south of the Carmichael Park reader board.   
He introduced Jim Warrick from Elks and Cathryn Snow from Kiwanis. 
Jim Warrick mentioned that the Carmichael Chamber has agreed to maintain the 
new sign.  Cathryn Snow said the style of the new sign will mirror the Carmichael 
Park reader board as much as possible. 
 
Discussion: 
Director Carroll asked if there had been any thought to including neighborhood 
groups on the sign along with service clubs.  Snow said no, just the service clubs 
and park district will be included because there are too many local neighborhood 
groups and the sign would be too cluttered. 
Director Conroy asked where the sign would be.  Snow said it would be about 75 
feet south of the reader board and about the same distance from the street as the 
reader board. 
Administrator Harrison said the proposed position is the best location in the opinion 
of the Department of Transportation.  The sign will be at a slight angle – easily read 
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from the street.  The Department of Transportation has offered to mark the actual 
spot for installation. 
Chairman Rockenstein asked what kind of timeline they were talking about.  
Administrator Harrison said the District will build the sign.  The Chamber will 
provide the logos and will maintain the sign.     
Chairman Rockenstein asked if all the service groups being posted have a direct 
benefit to Carmichael.  Warrick said yes, and they have to be in Carmichael. 
Administrator Harrison said Staff will come back with a report when the sign is 
finished. 
 
 

2. AUDIT REPORT 
Ingrid Penney:  The field work for the 5 year audit began in 2011, with a final report 
received in July, 2012.  The District provided the management responses.  The 
District is not in agreement with the audit report in all areas, but they are working 
on a consensus.  Staff is willing to meet with any of the Advisory Board members 
interested in a more detailed report or explanation of anything in the report. 
She introduced Andy Yu, who is the audit manager from Sacramento County.  
 
Andy Yu:  This was a five-year audit, covering fiscal years 2005-06 through 2009-
10.  They were hired to look at the financial statements, but not the capital assets.  
In the section from page 5 thru 21, their office prepared the tables and 
management prepared the narrative.  Yu went through the rest of the audit report 
section by section, explaining what each section was.   
 
Administrator Harrison said there were areas of disagreement with the audit 
results.  Staff has agreed to meet with the County Director of Finance regarding the 
audit findings.  There were no findings that the District was derelict in any way; the 
differences concerned management practices. 
 
Chairman Rockenstein asked Mr. Yu if, when they look at other agencies, they 
apply the same practices.  Yu said they apply the same financial standards to all 
audits. 
Director Conroy asked when the County is audited, if they advise the County on 
how to handle money for Special Districts.  Yu said his office does not audit the 
County.  They hire outside CPA’s for that.   
Director Younger asked if the District will now have more regular audits.  Penney 
said the next one will be a 3 year audit for the period of 2010-11 to 2012-13. 

 
ACTION ITEMS: 
2. CAPRA PARK LEASE    
 Presentation: 

Keith Maddison:  This item was pulled from the agenda after some discussion last 
meeting.  The lessee requested two changes be made to the lease document and 
the District staff has agreed.  The changes are as follows:  Language was removed 
from item 11 because it was redundant.  The following language was removed 
from item 16: “Lessee shall not allow more than two (2) vehicles to be parked on 
the Property at any one time.  In addition to two (2) vehicles, Lessee may allow for 
the parking of one utility trailer needed for maintenance and one horse trailer as 
long as they are parked in an inconspicuous location.”  Lessee requested this 
removed because he has a wife with a car along with two children of driving age.   
Staff recommends that the Advisory Board approve the revised Capra Lease as 
presented. 
Discussion: none 

Motion 4 
M:   Younger   S: Carroll – The Advisory Board voted to approve the revised Capra 
Lease as presented. 
Unanimous vote of those present  
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3. JAN PARK IN-LIEU TRANSFER 
 Presentation: 

Ingrid Penney:  In-Lieu Transfer resolutions are normally a consent item, but she 
wanted to give the Advisory Board an update on Jan Park funding.   
The available balance in the Parkland Dedication Fund (in-lieu fees) is $83,623.97.  
The resolution will authorize a transfer of $25,000 in funds from the Parkland 
Dedication Fund for reimbursement to the District’s general fund for money spent 
on the Jan Park development project, specifically a portion of the payments made 
to Gateway Landscape. 
The total expenditures for this project were $592,557.25.  Total funding was 
$572,190.18.  The difference of $20,367.00 is staff costs, which the District is 
absorbing.   
 
Discussion: 
Chairman Rockenstein asked how the Parkland Dedication Fund grows.  Penney 
said it depends on the market.  The current fund balance is $83,623.97.   
Administrator Harrison said four years ago they started working on Park Impact 
fees, which are very small fees included when a new house is built.  This went into 
effect January, 2011.  The current balance of that fund is $3,500.  This is not the 
same fund as the Parkland Dedication Fund.  Neither fund can be used for aquatic 
facilities, just parks.   
Director Carroll asked if this transfer puts the Jan Park project to rest.  
Administrator Harrison said yes, the final expenses have been accounted for. 

 
Motion 5 
M:   Carroll  S: Younger – The Advisory Board voted to approve Resolution 
#CP10182012-01 authorizing a transfer of $25,000 to cover the District commitment 
toward the Jan Park Development, a portion of the payments made to Gateway 
Landscape. 
Unanimous vote of those present 
 
 
PRESENTATION ITEMS:   
1.     FY2012-13 QUARTERLY WORK PLAN REPORT 

Administrator Harrison:  This is the quarterly update to the annual work plan Staff 
presents for each fiscal year.  In red are the “completes” with items revised since 
the last report in blue.  Staff continues to perform above and beyond on all these 
items.  This is a living document, reflecting changes as they occur. 
Chairman Rockenstein asked why in September the 300 wing was changed to 
demolition only.  Maddison said it has been deferred due to recent changes 
involving Laureate. 
Director Younger asked if Laureate had moved out yet.  Administrator Harrison 
said Laureate’s lease ends in January.  They brought a check to the office to pay 
their lease up to date plus the late fees due.  They still have the space November 
through January and Staff does not know what their plans are now.  Physically they 
are still there and still paying rent.  Montessori wants their space if and when 
Laureate vacates.  So far there is no indication they will stay past January. 

 
 

REPORTS 
1.     ADVISORY BOARD MEMBER REPORTS   

Director Carroll participated in Founders Day, manning the District booth.   She 
also enjoyed visiting the dog park fundraiser “Dogtoberfest” event held in the park. 
Chairman Rockenstein enjoyed MC’ing Founders Day and he helped judge the 
Founders Day car show as well. 

 Director Conroy also attended Dogtoberfest and said it was great fun.  
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2.         STAFF REPORT  
            Staff Presentation: 

Tracy Kerth   
The Sacramento Fine Arts Center and County Therapeutic Recreation Services 
(TRS) leases are pending at the County for review.  TRS will be moving in by 
November.  Laureate paid their rent through October, but they have not been clear 
on their future at La Sierra.  She will keep the Advisory Board posted on 
developments. 
Kids Hangout registration remains at a higher enrollment than last year at this time.  
Courtney and Talesha have done a great job incorporating more healthy snacks 
into this program.   
Adult sports – Fall softball and 5-on-5 basketball leagues have recently started.  
Volleyball and 3-on-3 basketball leagues continue their fall seasons.   
Middle school sports are all going well and continue to the end of October.  
Elementary flag football has finished and went well.  Our participation this season 
increased by ten kids. 
Future programs:  Middle school boys’ basketball starts next month.  They are 
currently hiring coaches and taking registrations.  Elementary school girls and boys 
basketball starts December 1.  They are beginning advertising and are interviewing 
volunteer and staff coaches. 
Capra Park Open Farm House had about 50 families come who had never been 
there before.  The District is reaching new families and educating them about what 
we have on that property. 
The Celtic Festival is coming Sunday October 21.  There will be bagpipers, 
highland dance groups and a few Celtic vendors will have booths as well.  The St. 
Andrew’s Society organizes the event as an outreach opportunity to the public and 
the District co-sponsors it by providing the facility, advertising and staff assistance. 
Kerth complimented Elizabeth Crisante for organizing the first CRPD Food Truck 
Mania, which will be next Thursday, October 25 from 5-8 pm at the front of the 
park.  There will be multiple food vendors from Sacto MoFo (Mobile Food) such as 
Drewskies, Swabbies, Krush Burger and Smoothie Patrol.  There will also be a DJ, 
some vendors and children’s activities.  If this one is successful we may consider 
doing them on a regular basis in 2013. 
The Community Garden is doing their annual Fall Clean Up on Saturday, October 
27.  A group of AmeriCorps kids will help the gardeners clean, weed, and prepare 
the garden for winter.   
The District will participate in the Elks’ Lodge “Trunk or Treat” event.  Staff will have 
a booth with program flyers and District information and provide a game and craft 
for kids. 
The annual Wall of Honor event at Patriots Park will be held Saturday, November 3 
at 10 am.  There are no new inductees this year.  Everyone is invited to attend and 
share in the remembrance of the heroes on the Wall.  There will be a light 
reception afterward.   
Administrator Harrison:  There is a conflict on the date and time with the scheduled 
Advisory Board Sunrise Park tour.  He asked if they would consent to move the 
tour to after lunch, possibly 1-3 pm.  The Board Clerk will confirm the new time with 
the Directors.   
Kerth:  Bob Kerr had a great idea to advertise businesses with banners on the 
Skate Park fence.  R Thrift will no longer be able to donate to the Skate Park.  
District staff is looking at other options.  Kerth will make a presentation at the next 
Chamber luncheon. 
 
Keith Maddison   
La Sierra Community Center  
- Staff completed the remaining portion of the 810 remodel which includes the 

kitchen and rental hall.  They turned over 810 to Therapeutic Recreation.  The 
Community Room will be ready to rent out next week. 

- Staff plumbed in a new gas service to an HVAC unit that was replaced during 
the summer. 
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- Staff replaced a malfunctioning irrigation valve on the baseball fields. 
Carmichael Park  
- Maintenance staff replaced numerous malfunctioning sprinkler heads and 

repaired a main leak. 
- The asbestos survey of the swimming pool facility is complete.  Eleven samples 

were taken for testing and all of them came back negative for asbestos.  This 
was the most crucial step involved with obtaining a demolition permit. 

O’Donnell Heritage Park 
- Staff repaired vandalized electrical service to the flag pole and service box. 
Jensen Botanical Garden 
- Friends of Jensen Garden provided funding for $4,200 worth of tree work.  The 

majority of the work was on the Tree Management Plan. 
District Wide 
- Staff held the final Adopt-A-Park work day of the season.  The sites included 

were Jan Park, O’Donnell Heritage Park, and Patriots Park.  There were 
approximately eight volunteers at each work site; they performed routine 
maintenance tasks. 

- Maintenance staff has been working hard to improve routine maintenance 
before beginning more improvement projects this fall. 

Security 
- Security worked 6 hours in Carmichael Park on Founders Day, writing four 

misdemeanor citations:  two for being in park after hours and two for 
possession of alcohol in the park. 

 
Ingrid Penney  
During the past month, Staff has implemented the budget reductions approved at 
the last Advisory Board meeting.  New computer equipment has been purchased, 
going to the Kids Hangout and one recreation supervisor and one recreation 
secretary.  All were very happy to get their updated equipment. 
She wrapped up the final payroll report for Workers Compensation. 
This month is open enrollment for benefits.  Information was presented to the 
employees. 
 
Administrator Harrison 
It appears the Foundation will be able to provide the services and funds to 
demolish the old pool and restore the turf area as Phase 1 of the Aquatic Center.  It 
is hoped that Supervisor Peters will get some County funding to help pay for it.  
The Foundation is committed to this project.  By the next Advisory Board meeting 
Administrator Harrison may have an update and discuss how to present this project 
to the community. 
The Foundation had a professional fundraiser give them a presentation on what it 
costs for a study on possible donors.  The Foundation board will make a decision 
on whether to hire him at their November meeting.  The funds for this study will be 
donated to the Foundation. 
The demolition project is moving ahead.  It is now a matter of when and how it will 
happen.  Staff will keep the Advisory Board informed. 
The Carmichael Park Men’s Senior Tennis team is going to the National 
Championships.  The District wishes them the best. 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS – None    
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
1. Celtic Festival – Sunday, October 21 – 11 am to 4 pm, Carmichael Park Bandshell – free 

admission 
2. Food Truck Mania – Thursday October 25 – 5 to 8 pm at Carmichael Park (front of park) 
3. Patriots Park Wall of Honor – Saturday, November 3 – 10 am at Patriots Park 
4. Jensen Garden Work Day – Saturday, November 3 – 8 am to 1 pm at Jensen Garden 
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FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
1. IT Policy Revisions 
2. Del Campo Surplus Property 
3. Administrative Services Manager Job Description Revision 
4. Carmichael Park Land Use Changes 
5. Sacramento Fine Arts Center Lease 
6. County Therapeutic Recreation Lease      
 
Proposed: Discuss future agenda items and announce upcoming events of 
relevance or interest 
 
 
TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING: 
1. Regular Meeting  

Proposed: Thursday, November 15, 2012 at 6:00 pm, Community Clubhouse #2 at 
Carmichael Park 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
        Betty Phillips 
        Administrative Secretary 
 
 
APPROVED BY:      ATTESTED BY: 
 
 
         
_______________________________ ______________________________  
MICHAEL ROCKENSTEIN   BETTY PHILLIPS   
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD  Administrative Secretary                                         
      Clerk of the Advisory Board of Directors 


