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To: Advisory Board of Directors

From: Mike Blondino, District Administrator
Ingrid S. Penney, Administrative Services Manager

Date: September 30, 2021

Subject: Adopt Resolution # CP-09302021-01, Ratifying the Governor’s
Proclamations that State and Local Emergencies exist throughout the
State and District; authorizing remote Teleconference Meetings of the
Advisory Board of Directors pursuant to Brown Act Provisions

Background/Discussion:

In the last week, the Governor has rescinded the Executive Order N-25-20 (attached)
related to suspension of some of the provisions of the Brown Act, effective October 1,
2021. In its place, the legislature passed AB 361 (attached) which extended some of
these provisions. In order to take advantage of the AB 361, the Governor has offered a
compromise that during an Emergency the Advisory Board has the option to conduct
meetings using the flexibility afforded by the Act.

California and the District remains under the Governor's Emergency Declaration due to
COVID-19. Other declarations exist in areas devastated by wildfires, but not applicable
to CRPD. The Health Office of the County of Sacramento, also issued an Order on July
29, 2021 effective July 30, 2021, based on findings that the average daily incident case
rate has increased exponentially demonstrated in testing positivity rates and
hospitalizations from COVID-19 in Sacramento County. The significantly more
transmissible Delta variant of the SARS-CoV-2 virus has become the predominant
strain.

To apply the provisions of AB 361 for meetings after September 30, 2021, the Advisory
Board must adopt an Initial Resolution. Subsequent Resolutions will come before you
at your regular monthly meetings to extend these provisions for as long as the
Emergency exists and/or January 1, 2024, unless extended further. Staff plans to



include the subsequent Resolutions to the Consent Items each month for the duration of
the Emergency.

Here are the provisions of AB 361 which apply, as follows:
e Option of participating from a remote location within or outside CRPD

boundaries;

e Option of conducting a meeting with/without board members present in-person;
otherwise a quorum would have to attend in-person;

e Due to plans to host a hybrid format, posting the Agenda of the primary location
and Zoom connection link only; not the location of board members participating
remotely;

e The board members would not have to post the Agenda at their location nor
invite public participation in their remote location.

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Advisory Board adopt Resolution #CP-09302021-01,
ratifying the Governor’s Proclamations that State and Local Emergencies exist
throughout the State and District; and authorizing remote teleconference meetings of
the Advisory Board of Directors of the Carmichael Recreation and Park District for the
period October 1, 2021 to October 31, 2021, pursuant to the Brown Act provisions.

Rationale for the Staff Recommendation:

We are recommending adoption in order to have the most flexibility. Advisory Board
Members and/or District Staff exposed to COVID-19 may be temporarily unable to
attend an in-person meeting due to exposure or potential exposure, illness, or
guarantine related to COVID-19 or social distancing measures. Without adoption, all the
original requirements of the Brown Act would apply. There would be no flexibility to host
meetings as we have since April 2021 or modified in-person attendance. As long as the
risks associated with COVID-19 remain, it's best to offer the most options to conduct
Advisory Board Meetings.

Attachments:

Resolution

Governors Order N-25-20
AB 361



RESOLUTION NO. CP-09302021-01

A RESOLUTION OF THE ADVISORY BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE CARMICHAEL RECREATION
AND PARK DISTRICT PROCLAIMING A LOCAL EMERGENCY, RATIFYING THE PROCLAMATION OF
A STATE OF EMERGENCY BY GOVERNOR ORDER N-25-20 ON MARCH 4, 2020, AND AUTHORIZING
REMOTE TELECONFERENCE MEETINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE BODIES OF CARMICHAEL
RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT FOR THE PERIOD OCTOBER 1, 2021 TO OCTOBER 31, 2021
PURSUANT TO BROWN ACT PROVISIONS.

WHEREAS, the CARMICHAEL RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT is committed to preserving and
nurturing public access and participation in meetings of the Advisory Board of Directors; and

WHEREAS, all meetings of CARMICHAEL RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT’s legislative bodies are
open and public, as required by the Ralph M. Brown Act (Cal. Gov. Code 54950 — 54963), so that any
member of the public may attend, participate, and watch the District's legislative bodies conduct their
business; and

WHEREAS, the Brown Act, Government Code section 54953(e), makes provisions for remote
teleconferencing participation in meetings by members of a legislative body, without compliance with the
requirements of Government Code section 54953(b)(3), subject to the existence of certain conditions; and

WHEREAS, a required condition is that a State of Emergency is declared by the Governor pursuant to
Government Code section 8625, proclaiming the existence of conditions of disaster or of extreme peril to
the safety of persons and property within the state caused by conditions as described in Government Code
section 8558; and

WHEREAS, a proclamation is made when there is an actual incident, threat of disaster, or extreme peril to
the safety of persons and property within the jurisdictions that are within the District’'s boundaries, caused
by natural, technological, or human-caused disasters; and

WHEREAS, it is further required that state or local officials have imposed or recommended measures to
promote social distancing, or, the legislative body meeting in person would present imminent risks to the
health and safety of attendees; and

WHEREAS, such conditions now exist in the District, specifically, a State of Emergency has been
proclaimed as a result of the threat and spread of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, the Health Office of the County of Sacramento, issued an Order on July 29, 2021 effective July
30, 2021, based on findings that since June 15, 2021 when most restrictions from the State of California’s
Blueprint for a Safer Economy were lifted, the average daily incident case rate has increased exponentially
demonstrated in testing positivity rates and hospitalizations from COVID-19 in Sacramento County. The
significantly more transmissible Delta variant of the SARS-CoV-2 virus has become the predominant strain;
and,

WHEREAS, Advisory Board Members and/or District Staff exposed to COVID-19 may be temporarily
unable to attend an in-person meeting due to exposure or potential exposure, illness, or quarantine related
to COVID-19 or social distancing measures; and

WHEREAS, the Advisory Board of Directors does hereby find that COVID-19 remains active, COVID-19
has caused, and will continue to cause, conditions of peril to the safety of persons within the District that
are likely to be beyond the control of services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of the District, and
desires to ratify the proclamation of state of emergency by the Governor of the State of California; and



WHEREAS, as a consequence of the local emergency, the Advisory Board of Directors does hereby find
that the legislative bodies of CARMICHAEL RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT shall conduct their
meetings without compliance with paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of Government Code section 54953, as
authorized by subdivision (e) of section 54953, and that such legislative bodies shall comply with the
requirements to provide the public with access to the meetings as prescribed in paragraph (2) of subdivision
(e) of section 54953; and

WHEREAS, the Notices and Agendas for Advisory Board Meetings will be posted within timeframes
required by the Brown Act, and will include the time and the location of the meeting and/or teleconference
access link that includes Meeting ID and password for public observation and address telephonically or
otherwise electronically.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE ADVISORY BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF CARMICHAEL RECREATION AND
PARK DISTRICT DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS:

The Recitals set forth above are true and correct and are incorporated into this Resolution by this reference.

The Advisory Board hereby ratifies the Governor’s proclamations that state and local emergencies exist
throughout the State and District, and Advisory Board Members and/or District Staff exposed to COVID-19
may be temporarily unable to attend an in-person meeting due to exposure, illness, or quarantine related
to COVID-19 or social distancing measures; and

The Advisory Board hereby ratifies the Governor of the State of California’s Proclamation of State of
Emergency, effective as of its issuance date of March 4, 2020.

The District Staff and legislative bodies of CARMICHAEL RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT are hereby
authorized and directed to take all actions necessary to carry out the intent and purpose of this Resolution
including, but not limited to, conducting open and public meetings in accordance with Government Code
section 54953(e) and other applicable provisions of the Brown Act.

This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption and shall be effective until the earlier of (i)
October 31, 2021, or such time the Advisory Board of Directors adopts a subsequent resolution in
accordance with Government Code section 54953(e)(3) to extend the time during which the legislative
bodies of CARMICHAEL RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT may continue to teleconference without
compliance with paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of section 54953.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Advisory Board of Directors of CARMICHAEL RECREATION AND PARK
DISTRICT, this day of , 20___, by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

RECUSAL: Directors: None

(PER POLITICAL REFORM ACT (8§ 18702.5.)

Joyce Carroll, Chair Ingrid Penney, Administrative Services Manager
Advisory Board of Directors Clerk of the Advisory Board of Directors



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

EXECUTIVE ORDER N-25-20

WHEREAS on March 4, 2020, | proclaimed a State of Emergency to exist in
California as a result of the threat of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS despite sustained efforts, the virus remains a threat, and further
efforts to conftrol the spread of the virus to reduce and minimize the risk of
infection are needed; and

WHEREAS state and local public health officials may, as they deem
necessary in the interest of public health, issue guidance limiting or
recommending limitations upon attendance at public assemblies, conferences,
or other mass events, which could cause the cancellation of such gatherings
through no fault or responsibility of the parties involved, thereby constituting a
force majeure; and

WHEREAS the Department of Public Health is maintaining up-to-date
guidance relating to COVID-19, available to the public at
http://cdph.ca.gov/covid19; and

WHEREAS the State of California and local governments, in collaboration
with the Federal government, continue sustained efforts to minimize the spread
and mitigate the effects of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS there is a need to secure numerous facilities to accommodate
guarantine, isolation, or medical treatment of individuals testing positive for or
exposed to COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, many individuals who have developmental disabilities and
receive services through regional centers funded by the Department of
Developmental Services also have chronic medical conditions that make them
more susceptible to serious symptoms of COVID-19, and it is critical that they
continue to receive their services while also protecting their own health and the
general public health; and

WHEREAS individuals exposed to COVID-19 may be temporarily unable to
report to work due to iliness caused by COVID-19 or quarantines related to
COVID-19 and individuals directly affected by COVID-19 may experience
potential loss of income, health care and medical coverage, and ability to pay
for housing and basic needs, thereby placing increased demands on already
strained regional and local health and safety resources such as shelters and
food banks; and

WHEREAS in the interest of public health and safety, it is necessary to
exercise my authority under the Emergency Services Act, specifically
Government Code section 8572, to ensure adequate facilities exist to address
the impacts of COVID-19; and



http://cdph.ca.gov/covidl
http://cdph.ca.gov/covidl

WHEREAS under the provisions of Government Code section 8571, | find
that strict compliance with various statutes and regulations specified in this order
would prevent, hinder, or delay appropriate actions to prevent and mitigate the
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California,
in accordance with the authority vested in me by the State Constitution and
statutes of the State of California, and in particular, Government Code sections
8567, 8571 and 8572, do hereby issue the following order to become effective
immediately:

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:

1. Allresidents are to heed any orders and guidance of state and local
public health officials, including but not limited to the imposition of
social distancing measures, to control the spread of COVID-19.

2. For the period that began January 24, 2020 through the duration of this
emergency, the Employment Development Department shall have the
discretion to waive the one-week waiting period in Unemployment
Insurance Code section 2627(b)(1) for disability insurance applicants
who are unemployed and disabled as a result of the COVID-19, and
who are otherwise eligible for disability insurance benefits.

3. For the period that began January 24, 2020 through the duration of this
emergency, the Employment Development Department shall have the
discretion to waive the one-week waiting period in Unemployment
Insurance Code section 1253(d) for unemployment insurance
applicants who are unemployed as a result of the COVID-19, and who
are otherwise eligible for unemployment insurance benefits.

4. Notwithstanding Health and Safety Code section 1797.172(b), during
the course of this emergency, the Director of the Emergency Medical
Services Authority shall have the authority to implement additions to
local optional scopes of practice without first consulting with a
committee of local EMS medical directors named by the EMS Medical
Directors Association of California.

5. In order.to quickly provide relief from interest and penalties, the
provisions of the Revenue and Taxation Code that apply fo the taxes
and fees administered by the Department of Tax and Fee
Administration, requiring the filing of a statement under penalty of
perjury setting forth the facts for a claim for relief, are suspended for a
period of 60 days after the date of this Order for any individuals or
businesses who are unable to file a timely tax return or make a timely
payment as a result of complying with a state or local public health
official’s imposition or recommendation of social distancing measures
related to COVID-19.

6. The Franchise Tax Board, the Board of Equalization, the Department of
Tax and Fee Administration, and the Office of Tax Appeals shall use
their administrative powers where appropriate to provide those
individuals and businesses impacted by complying with a state or local
public health official's imposition or recommendation of social




distancing measures related to COVID-19 with the extensions for filing,
payment, audits, billing, notices, assessments, claims for refund, and
relief from subsequent penalties and interest.

7. The Governor's Office of Emergency Services shall ensure adequate
state staffing during this emergency. Consistent with applicable federal
law, work hour limitations for retired annuitants, permanent and
intermittent personnel, and state management and senior supervisors,
are suspended. Furthermore, reinstatement and work hour limitations in
Government Code sections 21220, 21224{a), and 7522.56(b), (d). (f),
and (g), and the time limitations in Government Code section 19888.1
and California Code of Regulations, title 2, sections 300-303 are
suspended. The Director of the California Department of Human
Resources must be notified of any individual employed pursuant to
these waivers.

8. The California Health and Human Services Agency and the Office of
Emergency Services shall identify, and shall otherwise be prepared to
make available—including through the execution of any necessary
contracts or other agreements and, if necessary, through the exercise
of the State’s power to commandeer property — hotels and other
places of temporary residence, medical facilities, and other facilities
that are suitable for use as places of temporary residence or medical
facilities as necessary for quarantining, isolating, or treating individuals
who test positive for COVID-19 or who have had a high-risk exposure
and are thought to be in the incubation period.

9. The certification and licensure requirements of California Code of
Regulations, Title 17, section 1079 and Business and Professions Code
section 1206.5 are suspended as to all persons who meet the
requirements under the Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments
of section 353 of the Public Health Service Act for high complexity
testing and who are performing analysis of samples to test for SARS-
CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, in any certified public health
laboratory or licensed clinical laboratory.

10.To ensure that individuals with developmental disabilities continue to
receive the services and supports mandated by their individual
program plans threatened by disruptions caused by COVID-19, the
Director of the Department of Developmental Services may issue
directives waiving any provision or requirement of the Lanterman
Developmental Disabilities Services Act, the California Early
Intervention Services Act, and the accompanying regulations of Title
17, Division 2 of the California Code of Regulations. A directive may
delegate to the regional centers any authority granted to the
Department by law where the Director believes such delegation is
necessary to ensure services to individuals with developmental
disabilities. The Director shall describe the need justifying the waiver
granted in each directive and articulate how the waiver is necessary
to protect the public health or safety from the threat of COVID-19 or
necessary to ensure that services to individuals with developmental
disabilities are not disrupted. Any waiver granted by a directive shalll
expire 30 days from the date of its issuance. The Director may grant
one or more 30-day extensions if the waiver continues to be necessary
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to protect health or safety or to ensure delivery of services. The
Director shall rescind a waiver once it is no longer necessary to protect
public health or safety or ensure delivery of services. Any waivers and
extensions granted pursuant to this paragraph shall be posted on the
Department’s website.

.Notwithstanding any other provision of state or local law, including the

Bagley-Keene Act or the Brown Act, a local legislative body or state
body is authorized to hold public meetings via teleconferencing and to
make public meetings accessible telephonically or otherwise
electronically to all members of the public seeking to attend and to
address the local legislative body or state body, during the period in
which state or local public officials impose or recommend measures to
promote social distancing, including but not limited to limitations on
public events. All requirements in both the Bagley-Keene Act and the
Brown Act expressly or impliedly requiring the physical presence of
members, the clerk or other personnel of the body, or of the public as
a condition of participation in or quorum for a public meeting are
hereby waived.

In particular, any otherwise-applicable requirements that

(i) state and local bodies notice each teleconference location
from which a member will be participating in a public
meeting;

(i) each teleconference location be accessible to the public;

(i)  members of the public may address the body at each
teleconference conference location;

(iv)  state andlocal bodies post agendas at all teleconference
locations;

(v) at least one member of the state body be physically present
at the location specified in the notice of the meeting; and

(vi)  during teleconference meetings, a least a quorum of the
members of the local body participate from locations within
the boundaries of the territory over which the local body
exercises jurisdiction

are hereby suspended, on the conditions that:

(i) each state or local body must give advance notice of each
public meeting, according to the timeframe otherwise
prescribed by the Bagley-Keene Act or the Brown Act, and
using the means otherwise prescribed by the Bagley-Keene
Act or the Brown Act, as applicable; and

(ii) consistent with the notice requirement in paragraph (i), each
state or local body must notice at least one publicly
accessible location from which members of the public shall
have the right to observe and offer public comment at the
public meeting, consistent with the public's rights of access
and public comment otherwise provided for by the Bagley-
Keene Act and the Brown Act, as applicable (including, but
not limited to, the requirement that such rights of access and
public comment be made available in a manner consistent
with the Americans with Disabilities Act).




In addition to the mandatory conditions set forth above, all state and
local bodies are urged to use sound discretion and to make
reasonable efforts to adhere as closely as reasonably possible to the
provisions of the Bagley-Keene Act and the Brown Act, and other
applicable local laws regulating the conduct of public meetings, in
order to maximize transparency and provide the public access to their
meetings.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that as soon as hereafter possible, this Order be
filed in the Office of the Secretary of State and that widespread publicity and
noftice be given of this Order.

This Order is not intended to, and does not, create any rights or benefits,
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity, against the State of
California, its agencies, departments, entities, officers, employees, or any other
person.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have
hereunto set my hand and caused
the Great Seal of the State of
California to be affixed this 12th day
of Majgch 2020.

GANIN NEWSOM
ernor of California

ATTEST:

ALEX PADILLA
Secretary of State
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Assembly Bill No. 361

CHAPTER 165

An act to add and repeal Section 89305.6 of the Education Code, and to
amend, repeal, and add Section 54953 of, and to add and repeal Section
11133 of, the Government Code, relating to open meetings, and declaring
the urgency thereof, to take effect immediately.

[Approved by Governor September 16, 2021. Filed with
Secretary of State September 16, 2021.]

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 361, Robert Rivas. Open mestings. state and local agencies:
teleconferences.

(1) Existing law, the Ralph M. Brown Act requires, with specified
exceptions, that all meetings of alegidlative body of aloca agency, asthose
terms are defined, be open and public and that all persons be permitted to
attend and participate. The act contains specified provisions regarding the
timelines for posting an agenda and providing for the ability of the public
to directly address the legislative body on any item of interest to the public.
Theact generaly requiresall regular and special meetings of thelegidative
body be held within the boundaries of the territory over which the local
agency exercises jurisdiction, subject to certain exceptions. The act allows
for meetings to occur viateleconferencing subject to certain requirements,
particularly that the legislative body notice each teleconference location of
each member that will be participating in the public meeting, that each
teleconference location be accessible to the public, that members of the
public be alowed to address the legislative body at each teleconference
location, that the legislative body post an agenda at each teleconference
location, and that at least a quorum of the legidlative body participate from
locations within the boundaries of the local agency’s jurisdiction. The act
provides an exemption to thejurisdictional requirement for health authorities,
as defined. The act authorizes the district attorney or any interested person,
subject to certain provisions, to commence an action by mandamus or
injunction for the purpose of obtaining ajudicial determination that specified
actions taken by alegislative body are null and void.

Existing law, the California Emergency Services Act, authorizes the
Governor, or the Director of Emergency Services when the governor is
inaccessible, to proclaim a state of emergency under specified circumstances.

Executive Order No. N-29-20 suspends the Ralph M. Brown Act's
reguirementsfor teleconferencing during the COVID-19 pandemic provided
that notice and accessibility requirements are met, the public members are
allowed to observe and address the legislative body at the meeting, and that
alegidative body of alocal agency has aprocedure for receiving and swiftly
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Ch. 165 —2—

resolving requests for reasonable accommodation for individuals with
disahilities, as specified.

This bill, until January 1, 2024, would authorize a local agency to use
teleconferencing without complying with the tel econferencing requirements
imposed by the Ralph M. Brown Act when a legidative body of a local
agency holds a meeting during a declared state of emergency, as that term
isdefined, when state or local health officials have imposed or recommended
measures to promote social distancing, during a proclaimed state of
emergency held for the purpose of determining, by majority vote, whether
meeting in person would present imminent risks to the health or safety of
attendees, and during a proclaimed state of emergency when the legislative
body has determined that meeting in person would present imminent risks
to the health or safety of attendees, as provided.

This bill would require legislative bodies that hold teleconferenced
meetings under these abbreviated tel econferencing proceduresto give notice
of the meeting and post agendas, as described, to allow members of the
public to access the meeting and address the | egidlative body, to give notice
of the means by which members of the public may access the meeting and
offer public comment, including an opportunity for all personsto attend via
a call-in option or an internet-based service option, and to conduct the
meeting in a manner that protects the statutory and constitutional rights of
the parties and the public appearing before the legislative body. The hill
would require the legislative body to take no further action on agendaitems
when there is a disruption which prevents the public agency from
broadcasting the meeting, or in the event of a disruption within the local
agency’s control which prevents members of the public from offering public
comments, until public accessisrestored. The bill would specify that actions
taken during the disruption are subject to challenge proceedings, as specified.

This bill would prohibit the legislative body from requiring public
commentsto be submitted in advance of the meeting and would specify that
the legidative body must provide an opportunity for the public to address
the legidative body and offer comment in real time. The bill would prohibit
the legislative body from closing the public comment period and the
opportunity to register to provide public comment, until the public comment
period has elapsed or until a reasonable amount of time has elapsed, as
specified. When there is a continuing state of emergency, or when state or
local officials have imposed or recommended measures to promote social
distancing, the bill would require a legislative body to make specified
findings not later than 30 days after the first teleconferenced meeting
pursuant to these provisions, and to make those findings every 30 days
thereafter, in order to continue to meet under these abbreviated
teleconferencing procedures.

Existing law prohibits a legislative body from requiring, as a condition
to attend a meeting, a person to register the person’s name, or to provide
other information, or to fulfill any condition precedent to the person’s
attendance.
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—3— Ch. 165

This bill would exclude from that prohibition, a registration requirement
imposed by athird-party internet website or other online platform not under
the control of the legidative body.

(2) Existing law, the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act, requires, with
specified exceptions, that all meetings of a state body be open and public
and all persons be permitted to attend any meeting of a state body. The act
requires at least one member of the state body to be physically present at
the location specified in the notice of the meeting.

The Governor’s Executive Order No. N-29-20 suspends the requirements
of the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act for teleconferencing during the
COVID-19 pandemic, provided that notice and accessibility requirements
are met, the public members are alowed to observe and address the state
body at the meeting, and that a state body has a procedure for receiving and
swiftly resolving requests for reasonable accommaodation for individuals
with disabilities, as specified.

This bill, until January 31, 2022, would authorize, subject to specified
notice and accessibility requirements, a state body to hold public meetings
through teleconferencing and to make public meetings accessible
telephonically, or otherwise electronically, to all members of the public
seeking to observe and to address the state body. With respect to a state
body holding a public meeting pursuant to these provisions, the bill would
suspend certain requirements of existing law, including the requirements
that each teleconference location be accessible to the public and that
members of the public be able to address the state body at each
teleconference location. Under the hill, a state body that holds a meeting
through teleconferencing and allows members of the public to observe and
address the meeting telephonically or otherwise electronically would satisfy
any requirement that the state body allow members of the public to attend
the meeting and offer public comment. The bill would reguire that each
state body that holds a meeting through tel econferencing provide notice of
the meeting, and post the agenda, as provided. The bill would urge state
bodies utilizing these teleconferencing procedures in the bill to use sound
discretion and to make reasonabl e efforts to adhere as closely as reasonably
possible to existing law, as provided.

(3) Existing law establishes the various campuses of the California State
University under the administration of the Trustees of the California State
University, and authorizes the establishment of student body organizations
in connection with the operations of California State University campuses.

The Gloria Romero Open Meetings Act of 2000 generaly requires a
legidative body, as defined, of a student body organization to conduct its
business in a meeting that is open and public. The act authorizes the
legidative body to use teleconferencing, as defined, for the benefit of the
public and the legid ative body in connection with any meeting or proceeding
authorized by law.

This bill, until January 31, 2022, would authorize, subject to specified
notice and accessibility requirements, a legislative body, as defined for
purposes of the act, to hold public meetings through teleconferencing and
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Ch. 165 — 4

to make public meetings accessible telephonically, or otherwise
electronically, to al members of the public seeking to observe and to address
the legidative body. With respect to a legislative body holding a public
meeting pursuant to these provisions, the bill would suspend certain
requirements of existing law, including the requirements that each
teleconference location be accessible to the public and that members of the
public be ableto addressthe legidlative body at each tel econference location.
Under the bill, a legidative body that holds a meeting through
teleconferencing and allows members of the public to observe and address
the meeting telephonically or otherwise electronically would satisfy any
reguirement that the legislative body alow members of the public to attend
the meeting and offer public comment. The bill would reguire that each
legidative body that holds a meeting through teleconferencing provide
notice of the meeting, and post the agenda, as provided. The bill would urge
legidlative bodies utilizing these teleconferencing procedures in the bill to
use sound discretion and to make reasonabl e efforts to adhere as closely as
reasonably possible to existing law, as provided.

(4) Thisbill would declare the Legislature's intent, consistent with the
Governor’s Executive Order No. N-29-20, to improve and enhance public
access to state and local agency meetings during the COVID-19 pandemic
and future emergencies by allowing broader access through teleconferencing
options.

(5) Thisbill would incorporate additional changes to Section 54953 of
the Government Code proposed by AB 339 to be operative only if this hill
and AB 339 are enacted and this bill is enacted last.

(6) The California Constitution requires local agencies, for the purpose
of ensuring public access to the meetings of public bodies and the writings
of public officials and agencies, to comply with a statutory enactment that
amends or enacts laws relating to public records or open meetings and
contains findings demonstrating that the enactment furthersthe congtitutional
requirements relating to this purpose.

This bill would make legidlative findings to that effect.

(7) Existing constitutional provisionsrequirethat astatutethat limitsthe
right of access to the meetings of public bodies or the writings of public
officials and agencies be adopted with findings demonstrating the interest
protected by the limitation and the need for protecting that interest.

This bill would make legidlative findings to that effect.

(8) This bill would declare that it is to take effect immediately as an
urgency statute.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:
SECTION 1. Section 89305.6 is added to the Education Code, to read:
89305.6. (@) Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, and

subject to the notice and accessibility requirements in subdivisions (d) and
(e), alegislative body may hold public meetings through teleconferencing
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—5— Ch. 165

and make public meetings accessible telephonically, or otherwise
electronically, to al members of the public seeking to observe and to address
the legidative body.

(b) (1) For a legidative body holding a public meeting through
teleconferencing pursuant to this section, al requirements in this article
requiring the physical presence of members, the clerk or other personnel of
the legidative body, or the public, as a condition of participation in or
quorum for a public meeting, are hereby suspended.

(2) For a legidative body holding a public meeting through
teleconferencing pursuant to this section, al of the following requirements
in this article are suspended:

(A) Each teleconference location from which a member will be
participating in a public meeting or proceeding be identified in the notice
and agenda of the public meeting or proceeding.

(B) Each teleconference location be accessible to the public.

(C) Members of the public may address the legidative body at each
teleconference conference location.

(D) Post agendas at all teleconference locations.

(E) At least one member of the legidlative body be physically present at
the location specified in the notice of the meeting.

(c) A legidlative body that holds a meeting through teleconferencing and
allows members of the public to observe and address the meeting
telephonically or otherwise electronically, consistent with the notice and
accessihility requirements in subdivisions (d) and (e), shall have satisfied
any requirement that the legidative body allow members of the public to
attend the meeting and offer public comment. A legislative body need not
make available any physical location from which members of the public
may observe the meeting and offer public comment.

(d) If alegidativebody holdsameeting through tel econferencing pursuant
to this section and allows members of the public to observe and address the
meeting telephonically or otherwise el ectronically, the legidlative body shall
also do both of the following:

(1) Implement a procedure for receiving and swiftly resolving requests
for reasonable modification or accommodation from individuals with
disabilities, consistent with the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12101 et seq.), and resolving any doubt whatsoever
in favor of accessibility.

(2) Advertise that procedure each time notice is given of the means by
which members of the public may observe the meeting and offer public
comment, pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (e).

(e) Except to the extent this section provides otherwise, each legidative
body that holds a meeting through tel econferencing pursuant to this section
shall do both of the following:

(1) Give advance notice of the time of, and post the agenda for, each
public meeting according to the timeframes otherwise prescribed by this
article, and using the means otherwise prescribed by this article, as
applicable.
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(2) Ineachinstanceinwhich notice of thetime of the meeting is otherwise
given or the agenda for the meeting is otherwise posted, also give notice of
the means by which members of the public may observe the meeting and
offer public comment. As to any instance in which there is a change in the
means of public observation and comment, or any instance prior to the
effective date of this section in which the time of the meeting has been
noticed or the agendafor the meeting has been posted without also including
notice of the means of public observation and comment, alegidlative body
may satisfy thisrequirement by advertising the means of public observation
and comment using the most rapid means of communication available at
the time. Advertising the means of public observation and comment using
the most rapid means of communication available at the time shall include,
but need not be limited to, posting such means on the legidlative body’s
internet website.

(f) Alllegidativebodiesutilizing theteleconferencing proceduresin this
section are urged to use sound discretion and to make reasonable efforts to
adhere as closely as reasonably possible to the otherwise applicable
provisions of this article, in order to maximize transparency and provide
the public access to legidative body meetings.

(g) Thissection shall remain in effect only until January 31, 2022, and
as of that date is repealed.

SEC. 2. Section 11133 is added to the Government Code, to read:

11133. (@) Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, and
subject to the notice and accessibility requirements in subdivisions (d) and
(e), a state body may hold public meetings through teleconferencing and
make public meetings accessible telephonically, or otherwise electronically,
to all members of the public seeking to observe and to address the state
body.

(b) (1) For a state body holding a public meeting through
teleconferencing pursuant to this section, al requirements in this article
requiring the physical presence of members, the clerk or other personnel of
the state body, or the public, as a condition of participation in or quorum
for a public meeting, are hereby suspended.

(2) For astate body holding a public meeting through tel econferencing
pursuant to this section, all of the following requirementsin this article are
suspended:

(A) Each teleconference location from which a member will be
participating in a public meeting or proceeding be identified in the notice
and agenda of the public meeting or proceeding.

(B) Each teleconference location be accessible to the public.

(C) Members of the public may address the state body at each
teleconference conference location.

(D) Post agendas at all teleconference locations.

(E) At least one member of the state body be physically present at the
location specified in the notice of the meeting.

(c) A statebody that holdsameeting through teleconferencing and allows
members of the public to observe and address the meeting telephonically
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or otherwise electronically, consistent with the notice and accessibility
requirementsin subdivisions (d) and (e), shall have satisfied any requirement
that the state body allow members of the public to attend the meeting and
offer public comment. A state body need not make available any physical
location from which members of the public may observe the meeting and
offer public comment.

(d) If astate body holds a meeting through teleconferencing pursuant to
this section and allows members of the public to observe and address the
meeting telephonically or otherwise electronically, the state body shall also
do both of the following:

(1) Implement a procedure for receiving and swiftly resolving requests
for reasonable modification or accommodation from individuas with
disabilities, consistent with the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12101 et seq.), and resolving any doubt whatsoever
in favor of accessibility.

(2) Advertise that procedure each time notice is given of the means by
which members of the public may observe the meeting and offer public
comment, pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision ().

(e) Except to the extent this section provides otherwise, each state body
that holds a meeting through teleconferencing pursuant to this section shall
do both of the following:

(1) Give advance notice of the time of, and post the agenda for, each
public meeting according to the timeframes otherwise prescribed by this
article, and using the means otherwise prescribed by this article, as
applicable.

(2) Ineachinstanceinwhich notice of thetime of the meeting is otherwise
given or the agenda for the meeting is otherwise posted, a so give notice of
the means by which members of the public may observe the meeting and
offer public comment. As to any instance in which there is a change in the
means of public observation and comment, or any instance prior to the
effective date of this section in which the time of the meeting has been
noticed or the agendafor the meeting has been posted without also including
notice of the means of public observation and comment, a state body may
satisfy thisrequirement by advertising the means of public observation and
comment using the most rapid means of communication available at the
time. Advertising the means of public observation and comment using the
most rapid means of communication available at the time shall include, but
need not be limited to, posting such means on the state body’s internet
website.

(f) All state bodies utilizing the teleconferencing proceduresin this section
are urged to use sound discretion and to make reasonable efforts to adhere
as closely as reasonably possible to the otherwise applicable provisions of
thisarticle, in order to maximizetransparency and provide the public access
to state body meetings.

(g) Thissection shall remain in effect only until January 31, 2022, and
as of that dateis repealed.

SEC. 3. Section 54953 of the Government Code is amended to read:
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54953. (a) All meetings of the legidlative body of alocal agency shall
be open and public, and all persons shall be permitted to attend any meeting
of the legidative body of alocal agency, except as otherwise provided in
this chapter.

(b) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the legidative body
of alocal agency may use teleconferencing for the benefit of the public and
the legislative body of alocal agency in connection with any meeting or
proceeding authorized by law. The teleconferenced meeting or proceeding
shall comply with all otherwise applicable requirements of this chapter and
all otherwise applicable provisions of law relating to a specific type of
meeting or proceeding.

(2) Teleconferencing, as authorized by this section, may be used for all
purposes in connection with any meeting within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the legislative body. All votestaken during ateleconferenced
meeting shall be by rollcall.

(3) If thelegidative body of alocal agency electsto useteleconferencing,
it shall post agendas at all teleconference locations and conduct
teleconference meetings in a manner that protects the statutory and
congtitutional rights of the parties or the public appearing before the
legidative body of a local agency. Each teleconference location shall be
identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting or proceeding, and each
teleconference location shall be accessible to the public. During the
teleconference, at least a quorum of the members of the legislative body
shall participate from locations within the boundaries of the territory over
which the local agency exercises jurisdiction, except as provided in
subdivisions (d) and (e€). The agenda shall provide an opportunity for
members of the public to address the legislative body directly pursuant to
Section 54954.3 at each teleconference location.

(4) For the purposes of this section, “teleconference” means a meeting
of a legidative body, the members of which are in different locations,
connected by electronic means, through either audio or video, or both.
Nothing in this section shall prohibit a local agency from providing the
public with additional teleconference locations.

(c) (1) No legidative body shall take action by secret ballot, whether
preliminary or final.

(2) Thelegidativebody of alocal agency shall publicly report any action
taken and the vote or abstention on that action of each member present for
the action.

(3) Prior to taking fina action, the legislative body shall orally report a
summary of a recommendation for a fina action on the salaries, saary
schedules, or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits of a local
agency executive, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3511.1, during
the open meeting in which the final action is to be taken. This paragraph
shall not affect the public’s right under the California Public Records Act
(Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 1) to
inspect or copy records created or received in the process of devel oping the
recommendation.
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(d) (1) Notwithstanding the provisionsrelating to aquorum in paragraph
(3) of subdivision (b), if ahealth authority conducts atel econference meeting,
members who are outside the jurisdiction of the authority may be counted
toward the establishment of a quorum when participating in the
teleconference if at least 50 percent of the number of members that would
establish a quorum are present within the boundaries of the territory over
which the authority exercisesjurisdiction, and the health authority provides
a teleconference number, and associated access codes, if any, that allows
any personto call in to participatein the meeting and the number and access
codes are identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting.

(2) Nothingin thissubdivision shall be construed as discouraging health
authority membersfrom regularly meeting at acommon physical sitewithin
thejurisdiction of the authority or from using teleconference locationswithin
or near thejurisdiction of the authority. A teleconference meeting for which
aquorum is established pursuant to this subdivision shall be subject to all
other requirements of this section.

(3) For purposes of this subdivision, a health authority means any entity
created pursuant to Sections 14018.7, 14087.31, 14087.35, 14087.36,
14087.38, and 14087.9605 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, any joint
powers authority created pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section
6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 for the purpose of contracting pursuant to
Section 14087.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and any advisory
committee to a county-sponsored health plan licensed pursuant to Chapter
2.2 (commencing with Section 1340) of Division 2 of the Health and Safety
Code if the advisory committee has 12 or more members.

(e) (1) A loca agency may useteleconferencing without complying with
the requirements of paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) if the legislative body
complies with the requirements of paragraph (2) of this subdivision in any
of the following circumstances:

(A) The legidative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of
emergency, and state or local officials have imposed or recommended
measures to promote social distancing.

(B) The legidative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of
emergency for the purpose of determining, by majority vote, whether as a
result of the emergency, meeting in person would present imminent risks
to the health or safety of attendees.

(C) The legidative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of
emergency and has determined, by majority vote, pursuant to subparagraph
(B), that, as a result of the emergency, meeting in person would present
imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees.

(2) A legidative body that holds a meeting pursuant to this subdivision
shall do al of the following:

(A) Thelegidativebody shall give notice of the meeting and post agendas
as otherwise required by this chapter.

(B) Thelegidative body shall allow members of the public to access the
meeting and the agenda shall provide an opportunity for members of the
public to address the legidative body directly pursuant to Section 54954.3.
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In each instance in which notice of the time of the teleconferenced meeting
is otherwise given or the agenda for the meeting is otherwise posted, the
legidlative body shall aso give notice of the means by which members of
the public may access the meeting and offer public comment. The agenda
shall identify and include an opportunity for all personsto attend viaacall-in
option or an internet-based service option. This subparagraph shall not be
construed to require the legislative body to provide aphysical location from
which the public may attend or comment.

(C) The legidative body shall conduct teleconference meetings in a
manner that protects the statutory and constitutional rights of the parties
and the public appearing before the legislative body of alocal agency.

(D) Inthe event of adisruption which prevents the public agency from
broadcasting the meeting to members of the public using the call-in option
or internet-based service option, or in the event of a disruption within the
local agency’s control which prevents members of the public from offering
public comments using the call-in option or internet-based service option,
the body shall take no further action on items appearing on the meeting
agenda until public access to the meeting via the call-in option or
internet-based service option is restored. Actions taken on agenda items
during adisruption which preventsthe public agency from broadcasting the
meeting may be challenged pursuant to Section 54960.1.

(E) The legidative body shall not require public comments to be
submitted in advance of the meeting and must provide an opportunity for
the public to address the legidative body and offer comment in real time.
This subparagraph shall not be construed to require the legidative body to
provide a physical location from which the public may attend or comment.

(F) Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to provide
public comment through the use of an internet website, or other online
platform, not under the control of the local legidlative body, that requires
registration to log in to a teleconference may be required to register as
required by the third-party internet website or online platform to participate.

(G) (i) A legidative body that provides atimed public comment period
for each agenda item shall not close the public comment period for the
agenda item, or the opportunity to register, pursuant to subparagraph (F),
to provide public comment until that timed public comment period has
elapsed.

(ii) A legidative body that does not provide a timed public comment
period, but takes public comment separately on each agenda item, shall
allow areasonable amount of time per agendaitem to allow public members
the opportunity to provide public comment, including time for members of
the public to register pursuant to subparagraph (F), or otherwise be
recognized for the purpose of providing public comment.

(iii) A legidative body that provides a timed general public comment
period that does not correspond to a specific agendaitem shall not closethe
public comment period or the opportunity to register, pursuant to
subparagraph (F), until thetimed general public comment period has el apsed.
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(3) If astate of emergency remains active, or state or local officials have
imposed or recommended measures to promote social distancing, in order
to continue to teleconference without compliance with paragraph (3) of
subdivision (b), the legislative body shall, not later than 30 days after
teleconferencing for the first time pursuant to subparagraph (A), (B), or (C)
of paragraph (1), and every 30 days thereafter, make the following findings
by mgjority vote:

(A) Thelegidlative body has reconsidered the circumstances of the state
of emergency.

(B) Any of the following circumstances exist:

(i) The state of emergency continuesto directly impact the ability of the
members to meet safely in person.

(ii) State or local officials continue to impose or recommend measures
to promote social distancing.

(4) For the purposes of this subdivision, “state of emergency” means a
state of emergency proclaimed pursuant to Section 8625 of the California
Emergency Services Act (Article 1 (commencing with Section 8550) of
Chapter 7 of Division 1 of Title 2).

(f) Thissection shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2024, and as
of that date is repealed.

SEC. 3.1. Section 54953 of the Government Code is amended to read:

54953. (a) All meetings of the legidative body of alocal agency shall
be open and public, and all persons shall be permitted to attend any meeting
of the legidative body of a local agency in person, except as otherwise
provided in this chapter. Local agencies shall conduct meetings subject to
this chapter consistent with applicable state and federal civil rights laws,
including, but not limited to, any applicable language access and other
nondiscrimination obligations.

(b) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the legidative body
of alocal agency may use teleconferencing for the benefit of the public and
the legislative body of alocal agency in connection with any meeting or
proceeding authorized by law. The teleconferenced meeting or proceeding
shall comply with all otherwise applicable requirements of this chapter and
all otherwise applicable provisions of law relating to a specific type of
meeting or proceeding.

(2) Teleconferencing, as authorized by this section, may be used for all
purposes in connection with any meeting within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the legislative body. All votestaken during ateleconferenced
meeting shall be by rollcall.

(3) If thelegidative body of alocal agency electsto useteleconferencing,
it shall post agendas at all teleconference locations and conduct
teleconference meetings in a manner that protects the statutory and
congtitutional rights of the parties or the public appearing before the
legidative body of a local agency. Each teleconference location shall be
identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting or proceeding, and each
teleconference location shall be accessible to the public. During the
teleconference, at least a quorum of the members of the legislative body
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shall participate from locations within the boundaries of the territory over
which the local agency exercises jurisdiction, except as provided in
subdivisions (d) and (e). The agenda shall provide an opportunity for
members of the public to address the legislative body directly pursuant to
Section 54954.3 at each teleconference location.

(4) For the purposes of this section, “teleconference” means a meeting
of a legidative body, the members of which are in different locations,
connected by electronic means, through either audio or video, or both.
Nothing in this section shall prohibit a local agency from providing the
public with additional teleconference locations.

(c) (1) No legidative body shall take action by secret ballot, whether
preliminary or final.

(2) Thelegidativebody of alocal agency shall publicly report any action
taken and the vote or abstention on that action of each member present for
the action.

(3) Prior to taking final action, the legidlative body shall orally report a
summary of a recommendation for a fina action on the salaries, saary
schedules, or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits of a local
agency executive, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3511.1, during
the open meeting in which the final action is to be taken. This paragraph
shall not affect the public’s right under the California Public Records Act
(Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 1) to
inspect or copy records created or received in the process of devel oping the
recommendation.

(d) (1) Notwithstanding the provisionsrelating to aquorumin paragraph
(3) of subdivision (b), if ahealth authority conducts atel econference meeting,
members who are outside the jurisdiction of the authority may be counted
toward the establishment of a quorum when participating in the
teleconference if at least 50 percent of the number of members that would
establish a quorum are present within the boundaries of the territory over
which the authority exercisesjurisdiction, and the health authority provides
a teleconference number, and associated access codes, if any, that allows
any personto call in to participatein the meeting and the number and access
codes are identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting.

(2) Nothingin thissubdivision shall be construed as discouraging health
authority membersfrom regularly meeting at acommon physical sitewithin
thejurisdiction of the authority or from using teleconference locationswithin
or near thejurisdiction of the authority. A teleconference meeting for which
aquorum is established pursuant to this subdivision shall be subject to all
other requirements of this section.

(3) For purposes of this subdivision, a health authority means any entity
created pursuant to Sections 14018.7, 14087.31, 14087.35, 14087.36,
14087.38, and 14087.9605 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, any joint
powers authority created pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section
6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 for the purpose of contracting pursuant to
Section 14087.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and any advisory
committee to a county-sponsored health plan licensed pursuant to Chapter
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2.2 (commencing with Section 1340) of Division 2 of the Health and Safety
Codeif the advisory committee has 12 or more members.

(e) (1) Aloca agency may use teleconferencing without complying with
the requirements of paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) if the legislative body
complies with the requirements of paragraph (2) of this subdivision in any
of the following circumstances:

(A) The legidative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of
emergency, and state or local officials have imposed or recommended
measures to promote social distancing.

(B) The legidative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of
emergency for the purpose of determining, by majority vote, whether as a
result of the emergency, meeting in person would present imminent risks
to the health or safety of attendees.

(C) The legidative body holds a meeting during a proclaimed state of
emergency and has determined, by majority vote, pursuant to subparagraph
(B), that, as a result of the emergency, meeting in person would present
imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees.

(2) A legidative body that holds a meeting pursuant to this subdivision
shall do al of the following:

(A) Thelegidativebody shall give notice of the meeting and post agendas
as otherwise required by this chapter.

(B) Thelegidative body shall allow members of the public to accessthe
meeting and the agenda shall provide an opportunity for members of the
public to address the legidlative body directly pursuant to Section 54954.3.
In each instance in which notice of the time of the teleconferenced meeting
is otherwise given or the agenda for the meeting is otherwise posted, the
legidlative body shall aso give notice of the means by which members of
the public may access the meeting and offer public comment. The agenda
shall identify and include an opportunity for all personsto attend viaacall-in
option or an internet-based service option. This subparagraph shall not be
construed to require the legislative body to provide aphysical location from
which the public may attend or comment.

(C) The legidative body shall conduct teleconference meetings in a
manner that protects the statutory and constitutional rights of the parties
and the public appearing before the legislative body of alocal agency.

(D) Inthe event of adisruption which prevents the public agency from
broadcasting the meeting to members of the public using the call-in option
or internet-based service option, or in the event of a disruption within the
local agency’s control which prevents members of the public from offering
public comments using the call-in option or internet-based service option,
the body shall take no further action on items appearing on the meeting
agenda until public access to the meeting via the call-in option or
internet-based service option is restored. Actions taken on agenda items
during adisruption which preventsthe public agency from broadcasting the
meeting may be challenged pursuant to Section 54960.1.

(E) The legidative body shall not require public comments to be
submitted in advance of the meeting and must provide an opportunity for
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the public to address the legidative body and offer comment in real time.
This subparagraph shall not be construed to require the legidative body to
provide a physical location from which the public may attend or comment.

(F) Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to provide
public comment through the use of an internet website, or other online
platform, not under the control of the local legislative body, that requires
registration to log in to a teleconference may be required to register as
required by the third-party internet website or online platform to participate.

(G) (i) A legidative body that provides atimed public comment period
for each agenda item shall not close the public comment period for the
agenda item, or the opportunity to register, pursuant to subparagraph (F),
to provide public comment until that timed public comment period has
elapsed.

(ii) A legidative body that does not provide a timed public comment
period, but takes public comment separately on each agenda item, shall
allow areasonable amount of time per agendaitem to allow public members
the opportunity to provide public comment, including time for members of
the public to register pursuant to subparagraph (F), or otherwise be
recognized for the purpose of providing public comment.

(iii) A legidative body that provides a timed general public comment
period that does not correspond to a specific agendaitem shall not close the
public comment period or the opportunity to register, pursuant to
subparagraph (F), until thetimed general public comment period has el apsed.

(3) If astate of emergency remains active, or state or local officials have
imposed or recommended measures to promote social distancing, in order
to continue to teleconference without compliance with paragraph (3) of
subdivision (b), the legislative body shall, not later than 30 days after
teleconferencing for the first time pursuant to subparagraph (A), (B), or (C)
of paragraph (1), and every 30 days thereafter, make the following findings
by mgjority vote:

(A) Thelegidative body has reconsidered the circumstances of the state
of emergency.

(B) Any of the following circumstances exist:

(i) The state of emergency continuesto directly impact the ability of the
members to meet safely in person.

(ii) State or local officials continue to impose or recommend measures
to promote social distancing.

(4) For the purposes of this subdivision, “state of emergency” means a
state of emergency proclaimed pursuant to Section 8625 of the California
Emergency Services Act (Article 1 (commencing with Section 8550) of
Chapter 7 of Division 1 of Title 2).

(f) Thissection shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2024, and as
of that date is repealed.

SEC. 4. Section 54953 is added to the Government Code, to read:

54953. (a) All meetings of the legidative body of alocal agency shall
be open and public, and all persons shall be permitted to attend any meeting
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of the legidative body of alocal agency, except as otherwise provided in
this chapter.

(b) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the legislative body
of alocal agency may use teleconferencing for the benefit of the public and
the legislative body of alocal agency in connection with any meeting or
proceeding authorized by law. The teleconferenced meeting or proceeding
shall comply with al requirements of this chapter and al otherwise
applicable provisions of law relating to a specific type of meeting or
proceeding.

(2) Teleconferencing, as authorized by this section, may be used for all
purposes in connection with any meeting within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the legislative body. All votes taken during ateleconferenced
meeting shall be by rollcall.

(3) If thelegidative body of alocal agency electsto useteleconferencing,
it shal post agendas at all teleconference locations and conduct
teleconference meetings in a manner that protects the statutory and
congtitutional rights of the parties or the public appearing before the
legidative body of alocal agency. Each teleconference location shall be
identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting or proceeding, and each
teleconference location shall be accessible to the public. During the
teleconference, at least a quorum of the members of the legislative body
shall participate from locations within the boundaries of the territory over
which the local agency exercises jurisdiction, except as provided in
subdivision (d). The agenda shall provide an opportunity for members of
the public to addressthe legidative body directly pursuant to Section 54954.3
at each teleconference location.

(4) For the purposes of this section, “teleconference” means a meeting
of a legidative body, the members of which are in different locations,
connected by electronic means, through either audio or video, or both.
Nothing in this section shall prohibit a local agency from providing the
public with additional teleconference locations

(c) (1) No legidative body shall take action by secret ballot, whether
preliminary or final.

(2) Thelegidativebody of alocal agency shall publicly report any action
taken and the vote or abstention on that action of each member present for
the action.

(3) Prior to taking final action, the legislative body shall orally report a
summary of a recommendation for a final action on the salaries, saary
schedules, or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits of a local
agency executive, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3511.1, during
the open meeting in which the final action is to be taken. This paragraph
shall not affect the public’s right under the California Public Records Act
(Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 1) to
inspect or copy records created or received in the process of devel oping the
recommendation.

(d) (1) Notwithstanding the provisionsrelating to aquorumin paragraph
(3) of subdivision (b), if ahealth authority conducts atel econference meeting,
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members who are outside the jurisdiction of the authority may be counted
toward the establishment of a quorum when participating in the
teleconference if at least 50 percent of the number of members that would
establish a quorum are present within the boundaries of the territory over
which the authority exercisesjurisdiction, and the health authority provides
a teleconference number, and associated access codes, if any, that alows
any personto call in to participatein the meeting and the number and access
codes are identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting.

(2) Nothinginthissubdivision shall be construed as discouraging health
authority membersfrom regularly meeting at acommon physical sitewithin
thejurisdiction of the authority or from using teleconference locationswithin
or near thejurisdiction of the authority. A teleconference meeting for which
a quorum is established pursuant to this subdivision shall be subject to all
other requirements of this section.

(3) For purposes of this subdivision, a health authority means any entity
created pursuant to Sections 14018.7, 14087.31, 14087.35, 14087.36,
14087.38, and 14087.9605 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, any joint
powers authority created pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section
6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 for the purpose of contracting pursuant to
Section 14087.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and any advisory
committee to a county-sponsored health plan licensed pursuant to Chapter
2.2 (commencing with Section 1340) of Division 2 of the Health and Safety
Code if the advisory committee has 12 or more members.

(e) This section shall become operative January 1, 2024.

SEC. 4.1. Section 54953 is added to the Government Code, to read:

54953. (a) All meetings of the legidative body of alocal agency shall
be open and public, and all persons shall be permitted to attend any meeting
of the legidative body of alocal agency, in person except as otherwise
provided in this chapter. Local agencies shall conduct meetings subject to
this chapter consistent with applicable state and federal civil rights laws,
including, but not limited to, any applicable language access and other
nondiscrimination obligations.

(b) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the legislative body
of alocal agency may use teleconferencing for the benefit of the public and
the legislative body of alocal agency in connection with any meeting or
proceeding authorized by law. The teleconferenced meeting or proceeding
shall comply with al requirements of this chapter and al otherwise
applicable provisions of law relating to a specific type of meeting or
proceeding.

(2) Teleconferencing, as authorized by this section, may be used for all
purposes in connection with any meeting within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the legislative body. All votes taken during ateleconferenced
meeting shall be by rollcall.

(3) If thelegidative body of alocal agency electsto useteleconferencing,
it shal post agendas at all teleconference locations and conduct
teleconference meetings in a manner that protects the statutory and
congtitutional rights of the parties or the public appearing before the
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legidative body of a local agency. Each teleconference location shall be
identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting or proceeding, and each
teleconference location shall be accessible to the public. During the
teleconference, at least a quorum of the members of the legislative body
shall participate from locations within the boundaries of the territory over
which the local agency exercises jurisdiction, except as provided in
subdivision (d). The agenda shall provide an opportunity for members of
the public to addressthe legidative body directly pursuant to Section 54954.3
at each teleconference location.

(4) For the purposes of this section, “teleconference” means a meeting
of a legidative body, the members of which are in different locations,
connected by electronic means, through either audio or video, or both.
Nothing in this section shall prohibit a local agency from providing the
public with additional teleconference locations.

(c) (1) No legidative body shall take action by secret ballot, whether
preliminary or final.

(2) Thelegidativebody of alocal agency shall publicly report any action
taken and the vote or abstention on that action of each member present for
the action.

(3) Prior to taking final action, the legidative body shall oraly report a
summary of a recommendation for a fina action on the salaries, saary
schedules, or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits of a local
agency executive, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3511.1, during
the open meeting in which the final action is to be taken. This paragraph
shall not affect the public’s right under the California Public Records Act
(Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 6250) of Division 7 of Title 1) to
inspect or copy records created or received in the process of developing the
recommendation.

(d) (1) Notwithstanding the provisionsrelating to aquorum in paragraph
(3) of subdivision (b), if ahealth authority conducts atel econference meeting,
members who are outside the jurisdiction of the authority may be counted
toward the establishment of a quorum when participating in the
teleconference if at least 50 percent of the number of members that would
establish a quorum are present within the boundaries of the territory over
which the authority exercisesjurisdiction, and the health authority provides
a teleconference number, and associated access codes, if any, that alows
any personto call in to participatein the meeting and the number and access
codes are identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting.

(2) Nothinginthissubdivision shall be construed as discouraging health
authority membersfrom regularly meeting at acommon physical sitewithin
thejurisdiction of the authority or from using teleconference locationswithin
or near thejurisdiction of the authority. A teleconference meeting for which
a quorum is established pursuant to this subdivision shall be subject to all
other requirements of this section.

(3) For purposes of this subdivision, a health authority means any entity
created pursuant to Sections 14018.7, 14087.31, 14087.35, 14087.36,
14087.38, and 14087.9605 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, any joint
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powers authority created pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section
6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 for the purpose of contracting pursuant to
Section 14087.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and any advisory
committee to a county-sponsored health plan licensed pursuant to Chapter
2.2 (commencing with Section 1340) of Division 2 of the Health and Safety
Codeif the advisory committee has 12 or more members.

(e) Thissection shall become operative January 1, 2024.

SEC. 5. Sections 3.1 and 4.1 of this bill incorporate amendments to
Section 54953 of the Government Code proposed by both this bill and
Assembly Bill 339. Those sections of this bill shall only become operative
if (1) both bills are enacted and become effective on or before January 1,
2022, but this bill becomes operative first, (2) each bill amends Section
54953 of the Government Code, and (3) thisbill is enacted after Assembly
Bill 339, inwhich case Section 54953 of the Government Code, asamended
by Sections 3 and 4 of thishill, shall remain operative only until the operative
date of Assembly Bill 339, at which time Sections 3.1 and 4.1 of this hill
shall become operative.

SEC. 6. Itistheintent of the Legidlature in enacting this act to improve
and enhance public access to state and local agency meetings during the
COVID-19 pandemic and future applicable emergencies, by alowing broader
access through teleconferencing options consistent with the Governor’'s
Executive Order No. N-29-20 dated March 17, 2020, permitting expanded
use of teleconferencing during the COVID-19 pandemic.

SEC. 7. The Legislature finds and declares that Sections 3 and 4 of this
act, which amend, repeal, and add Section 54953 of the Government Code,
further, within the meaning of paragraph (7) of subdivision (b) of Section
3 of Article | of the California Constitution, the purposes of that
congtitutional section asit relatesto theright of public accessto the meetings
of local public bodies or the writings of loca public officials and local
agencies. Pursuant to paragraph (7) of subdivision (b) of Section 3 of Article
| of the California Congtitution, the L egislature makes the following findings:

Thisact isnecessary to ensure minimum standards for public participation
and notice requirements alowing for greater public participation in
teleconference meetings during applicable emergencies.

SEC.8. (a) Thelegidaturefindsand declaresthat duringthe COVID-19
public health emergency, certain requirements of the Bagley-Keene Open
Meeting Act (Article 9 (commencing with Section 11120) of Chapter 1 of
Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code) were suspended
by Executive Order N-29-20. Audio and video teleconference were widely
used to conduct public meetingsin lieu of physical location meetings, and
public meetings conducted by teleconference during the COVID-19 public
health emergency have been productive, haveincreased public participation
by all members of the public regardless of their location in the state and
ability to travel to physical meeting locations, have protected the health and
safety of civil servantsand the public, and have reduced travel costsincurred
by members of state bodies and reduced work hours spent traveling to and
from meetings.
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(b) The Legidature finds and declares that Section 1 of this act, which
adds and repeals Section 89305.6 of the Education Code, Section 2 of this
act, which adds and repeals Section 11133 of the Government Code, and
Sections 3 and 4 of this act, which amend, repeal, and add Section 54953
of the Government Code, all increase and potentially limit the public’sright
of accessto the meetings of public bodies or the writings of public officials
and agencies within the meaning of Section 3 of Article | of the California
Constitution. Pursuant to that constitutional provision, the Legislature makes
thefollowing findings to demonstrate theinterest protected by thislimitation
and the need for protecting that interest:

(1) By removing the requirement that public meetings be conducted at
a primary physical location with a quorum of members present, this act
protects the health and safety of civil servants and the public and does not
preference the experience of members of the public who might be able to
attend a meeting in a physical location over members of the public who
cannot travel or attend that meeting in aphysical location.

(2) By removing the requirement for agendasto be placed at the location
of each public official participating in a public meeting remotely, including
from the member’ s private home or hotel room, thisact protectsthe personal,
private information of public officials and their families while preserving
the public’'s right to access information concerning the conduct of the
peopl€e’s business.

SEC. 9. This act is an urgency statute necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, hedlth, or safety within the meaning of
ArticleV of the California Constitution and shall go into immediate effect.
The facts consgtituting the necessity are:

In order to ensure that state and local agencies can continue holding public
meetings while providing essential services like water, power, and fire
protection to their constituents during public health, wildfire, or other states
of emergencies, it is necessary that this act take effect immediately.
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